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The amendment would also bolster 

the SBA’s technical assistance pro-
grams, and will improve export financ-
ing programs so that small businesses 
have access to capital needed to sup-
port export sales. 

Small businesses can survive, diver-
sify, and compete effectively in the 
international marketplace by devel-
oping an export business. But, as I 
mentioned, too few small businesses 
are expanding into international mar-
kets. This amendment will help small 
business owners take the crucial steps 
of attracting foreign tourists and find-
ing international buyers for their 
goods and services. 

This investment could yield tremen-
dous returns for our economy. The 
United States spends just one-sixth of 
the international average among devel-
oped countries in promoting small 
businesses exports. Every additional 
dollar spent on export promotion re-
sults in a fortyfold increase in exports, 
according to a World Bank study. 

As we work to promote tourism in 
the United States, we cannot overlook 
small businesses. An investment in 
small business exporting assistance is 
an investment in our economy. This 
amendment will ensure that this legis-
lation helps small businesses stay com-
petitive, helps them grow, and speeds 
the recovery of our economy as a 
whole. I respectfully ask all of my Sen-
ate colleagues to support this vital 
amendment. 

Mr. President, my amendment No. 
1337 to the ‘‘Tourism Promotion Act of 
2009 is a commonsense amendment that 
would ensure that small businesses are 
properly represented on the new ‘‘Cor-
poration for Travel Promotion Board’’ 
and would clarify that small busi-
nesses, as defined by the Small Busi-
ness Administration, are exempt from 
the annual assessment created by this 
act. 

As ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, I am keenly aware of the 
critical role that small businesses play 
as our Nation’s primary job creators. 
Robust tourism is vital to the success 
of countless small businesses, and I see 
no better way to improve this bill than 
by ensuring that our Nation’s small 
businesses have a seat at the table as 
our tourism policy is revamped. One of 
the more vital components of this act 
is the creation of the travel promotion 
board, which includes 11 key represent-
atives from different industries in-
volved in tourism, and will be tasked 
with promoting travel to America. Un-
fortunately, the underlying bill does 
not require a member of that board 
specifically represent small businesses. 
My amendment will correct this over-
sight. 

Travel and tourism generates ap-
proximately $1.3 trillion in economic 
activity each year in the United States 
and it also supports 8.3 million travel- 
related jobs. According to the Depart-
ment of Commerce, receipts from 
international trade and tourism were 

more than $142 billion last year, and 
there is no doubt that small businesses 
were a vital part of this statistic. In 
fact, they represent nearly the entire 
tourism industry. More than 90 percent 
of employers in the tourism industry 
are small businesses; and more specifi-
cally, 95 percent of travel agencies, 84 
percent of tour operating companies, 93 
percent of sightseeing bus companies, 
and 99 percent of souvenir shops are 
owned by small entrepreneurs. It is 
therefore imperative that this act 
guarantee that small businesses are 
provided with a representative on the 
Corporation for Travel Promotion 
Board. 

Tourism is a vital source of growth 
for these small businesses and this act 
will provide critical assistance to en-
trepreneurs struggling during these dif-
ficult economic times. This amend-
ment will improve the underlying bill 
by ensuring that small businesses con-
tinue to play a key role in bolstering 
and strengthening our nation’s essen-
tial tourism industry. For this reason I 
urge my colleagues to support my 
amendment. 

f 

MAKING SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 
2009—CONFERENCE REPORT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask the 
Chair to lay before the Senate the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2346, 
the supplemental appropriations bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
2346) making supplemental appropriations 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2009, 
and for other purposes, having met, after full 
and free conference, have agreed that the 
House recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate and agree to the 
same with an amendment, and the Senate 
agree to the same, signed by a majority of 
the conferees on the part of both Houses. 

(The conference report is printed in 
the proceedings of the House in the 
RECORD of Friday June 12, 2009.) 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send to 

the desk a cloture motion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the motion. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the conference 
report to accompany H.R. 2346, the Supple-
mental Appropriations Act of 2009. 

Daniel K. Inouye, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Patty Murray, Jack Reed, Edward E. 
Kaufman, Christopher J. Dodd, Tom 
Carper, Mark L. Pryor, Tim Johnson, 
Jon Tester, Mary L. Landrieu, Byron 
L. Dorgan, Herb Kohl, Tom Harkin, 
Mark Begich, Ben Nelson, Dianne Fein-
stein. 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators allowed to speak therein for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MINOR-
ITY CONTRACTORS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise to 
call the attention of the Senate to the 
40th anniversary of the National Asso-
ciation of Minority Contractors, 
NAMC. NAMC is a national organiza-
tion that has gone to great lengths 
over the last 40 years in helping minor-
ity contractors realize the American 
dream. Additionally, NAMC has aided 
contractors across the United States 
by fostering relationships and building 
bridges in the construction industry 
that have helped minorities to remain 
competitive. Currently, NAMC has over 
5,000 memberships in all 50 States and 
the District of Columbia. 

NAMC was established as a nonprofit 
organization in 1969, in order to provide 
education to African Americans, Asian 
Americans, Hispanic Americans, and 
Native Americans employed as con-
struction contractors. This magnifi-
cent organization has helped to ensure 
equal opportunity employment and 
procurement opportunities in all areas 
of this industry. NAMC has led the way 
in the integration of various ethnic 
groups, creeds, and colors in the con-
struction industry. We recognize this 
organization’s hard work to initiate 
and operate training programs for peo-
ple desiring employment and procure-
ment in the building trades. 

Thanks to the fine leadership of the 
local board of the Silver State’s 
NAMC’s Chapter, NAMC is making a 
successful transition to green building. 
NAMC has been ensuring that its mem-
bers certify in green building by in-
volving them with Green Advantage 
and the U.S. Green Building Council. It 
is specifically this type of program 
that will help America become more 
environmentally friendly and respon-
sible and lead us to an improved qual-
ity of life. 

The Nevada Chapter is one of 22 chap-
ters across the United States. I com-
mend the National Association of Mi-
nority Contractors for their 40 years of 
support to the minority community 
and to the affiliates in Nevada and 
around the United States. It is through 
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